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impossible here to mention all his plays, but they fall into three
divisions, the histories, the comedies, and the tragedies. They
enjoyed enormous popularity, and by 1611 he had become a
rich man, and was able to return to Stratford and purchase
local property, including a large house, 3*'ew Place, where he
spent his last years. His tomb in Stratford Church is a place of
pilgrimage for people from all over the world.
Shelley, Percy Bysshe (1792-1822). Son of Sir Timothy Shelley,
was born at Field Place, Horsham, Sussex, and educated at
Syon Academy, Brentford, Middlesex, Eton, and University
College, Oxford, whence he was expelled for writing on
atheism. In the same year, 1811, he married Harriet West-
brook. His first notable work in verse was Quern Mob, written
in 1813. In 1814 he eloped to Switzerland with Mary, daughter
of William Godwin, but soon returned to England and
wrote his Alastor. In 1816 he went to Geneva and became
a close friend of Byron. The suicide of his first wife in that
year led to his marriage with Mary Godwin, and in 1817
appeared another great poem, The Revolt of Islam. In 1818 he
left England once more, as it proved for ever. He went to Italy,
where he produced Prometheus Unbound and other magnificent
poems and dramas. He was drowned in a boating accident,
and his ashes were buried in Rome, near the grave of Keats.
Southey, Robert (1774-1843). Son of a linen-draper and born
at Bristol. He was educated at Westminster School and Oxford
After a period of foreign travel he settled at Greta Hall, Kes-
wick. Here he spent many years in literary work and formed
with Coleridge and Wordsworth the influential Lake School of
Poets. He was an amazingly prolific writer in almost every
vein, but his great epics are nowadays unread, and he is remem-
bered for one or two short poems, The Irtchcape Rock, The Battle
of Blenheim, My Days among the Dead are past, and his admirable
Lives of Nelson and Wesley. He was Poet Laureate from 1813
until his death, which occurred at Keswick.
Spring Rice, Sir Cecil Arthur (1859-1918). Educated at Eton
and Balliol College, Oxford, where he was conspicuous as a
classical scholar. .He held several diplomatic posts, notably as